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Exodus 21:7-11: This passage may appear sexist without a proper historical and cultural understanding of this 

practice. The deal was this: If a poor family couldn’t sponsor a wedding for their daughter(s), they 

would then, to avoid prostitution, “sell” her to a rich man as his “slave” – or more correctly, 

second wife. This law was practiced in Genesis 29:24, 29. This passage is not sexist, but actually 

to the benefit of the lowest society rank. 

 

Deuteronomy 22:28-29: This passage does not say that rape is okay if marriage follows the assault. In this culture, the man 

socially ruined a woman if he raped her because society would frown on her and nobody would 

want to marry a “whore.” So to ensure that the woman would not be ruined or pimped out, the 

man had to marry her and take care of her for life. This is almost like what our society does: If 

ever a man stuck a woman with a child, the woman would go to court over it and would obtain 

child support. But even with this establishment in place, the father of the child isn’t always forced 

to pay. In the Bible however, this mandate was never relaxed – this was yet another consideration 

to the woman.    

 

1st Corinthians 11:5-13: Verses 5 and 6 will be disclosed first. The big idea is for a woman to cover her head. This too, has 

cultural cadences to it. In this context, a wife is to always honor her husband. One easy way to do 

that is to honor the marriage. In some Middle-Eastern cultures, a woman would wear a long cloth 

over her head, and if she was to take that off, it would culturally indicate that she was single or 

was sexually available. This of course would be very shameful and embarrassing for her husband. 

In our culture, this would be the equivalent of a married woman taking off her wedding ring and 

becoming a street walker, or at least, flirtatious.  

                                       

                                       Verses 7-9 deal with why this is theologically important. At Creation, God made a helper 

comparable to the man – he created a woman – made of the same stuff as the man. This shows 

that the woman is equal to the man, but since her purpose is to help the man (if she’s married), 

there has to be some things that distinguish the female gender from the male gender. This is 

intrinsic in humanity, yet it’s funny because when we read this stuff in a book or we hear it said, 

we are quick to scream, “Sexist!” Let me explain: When we look at someone from behind, and 

they have long hair, most of us automatically think it’s a female. The same applies if the person in 

front of you is wearing their hair short – you might automatically assume it’s a male. With the 

Bible’s prospect, there is no confusion. Again, if you are viewing a person from behind, and they 

are carrying a purse, it’s most likely what a female would do. If someone is wearing short spiked 

hair, most likely, it’s a male. I know this is stereotypical, but consciously or subconsciously, most 

of us analyze people this way.  

 

                                      Verses 10-13. Again, the Bible is giving rational principles to the church for propriety. People 
should know who the single women are and who the married women are, so people won’t try to 
hit on anyone married. “Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; for 
as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God” (1st Corinthians 
11:11-12). „Nevertheless‟ is the Bible’s way of telling us that the role of women aren’t at all 
diminished! The rest of that citation tells us that men and women can’t live without each other – 
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we’re equals! Verse 13 is an open ended question that deserves to be answered based on the 
previous argument – should married women act like street walkers who disgrace their husbands? 

 
1st Corinthians 14:34: “The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in 

submission, as the Law also says” (v. 34). This verse would be sexist if it wasn’t explained. But it is – 
“If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman 
to speak in church” (v. 35). In that culture, the women and the men would sit in different sections of 
the church, and whenever someone had a question, she would yell out to her husband her question 
while the preacher was still talking. It was very disruptive. So the Bible prohibits that here. It 
simply says that they can save those questions until they get home. On another note, this verse is 
not at all saying that women should say nothing at all in church, because previously, we read that 
women were allowed to prophecy in church (hence verbal action).  

 
         

 


